The Kevelddion of Jesws Christ

“Dead Heat”
20:7-15

Introduction

Utopia is a name for an ideal community or society, taken from the
title of a book written in 1516 by Sir Thomas Moore describing a
fictional island in the Atlantic Ocean possessing a seemingly perfect
sociological, political, and legal system.

From time-to-time there have been attempts to create a real utopia.
They have all failed for one reason or another.



Then there are attempts to establish a Christian state or city.
Christian Exodus is such a group. Their state purpose is this:

Christian Exodus... was founded in November of 2003 in response to the moral
degeneration of American culture, and the rampant corruption among the powers
that be. The initial goal was to move thousands of Christian constitutionalists to
South Carolina to accelerate the return to self-government based upon Christian
principles at the local and State level. This project continues to this day, with the
ultimate goal of forming an independent Christian nation that will survive after the
decline and fall of the financially and morally bankrupt American empire.

Every utopia will fail. Every Christian ‘state’ or ‘city’ will fail.

How can | be so certain? Easy! The greatest utopia, the most
Christian ‘state,” will exist in the future when Jesus Christ is ruling and
reigning over the earth for one thousand years. With perfect
government and near perfect conditions mankind still rebels and
seeks to overthrow utopia.

The problem is never the government... or the economics... or the
legal system. The heart of the problem is the problem of the heart of
man.

Revelation 20:7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be
released from his prison

The Holy Spirit goes out of His way to prove that “the thousand years”
really means a literal one thousand years. John doesn’t describe it
except for events at its beginning and at its end.

“‘Satan” has been incarcerated in the bottomless pit. In his absence
there will be justice for all, the wicked will be properly and
immediately punished, and even the natural ferocity of the animals
will be abated. Righteousness and peace will flourish. There will be
economic justice and physical healing.

Will the heart of man change in response to a utopian earth?
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Revelation 20:8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose
number is as the sand of the sea.

Satan is not reformed or rehabilitated after his sentence is served.
He’s released on his own recogniscence. He goes right back to his
old ways.

Who are these people he deceives? When Jesus returns to establish
the kingdom on earth there are people who have survived the Great
Tribulation. The surviving believers are those who repopulate the
earth. With perfect conditions, with a utopia on earth, the population
explodes. But those children born to believers, and their children
after them and so on, will still have a sin nature. They will still need a
Savior. They will still need to receive Jesus Christ in order to be
saved.

The shocking truth you learn is that, even with Jesus ruling the
perfect earth as King of kings and Lord of lords, multitudes will reject
Him! You can be forced to obey, but you cannot be forced to be
saved; it is a matter of free will.

One writer stated it this way:

It will be proved once more that man whatever his advantages and environment,
apart from the grace of God and the new birth, remains at heart only evil and at
enmity with God (Hoste).

Who are “Gog” and “Magog”™? We see these terms in Ezekiel 38 & 39
describing a coalition of nations who invade Israel in the latter times
but are miraculously destroyed by God. The battle in Ezekiel occurs
before the Second Coming of Jesus. The reference to “Gog” and
“Magog” here is not that battle.

For one thing, in Ezekiel Gog refers to a great northern power. Here
it refers to people from the four corners of the earth.
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For a third thing, the numbers here in the Revelation are much
greater than those in the coalition of Ezekiel 38 & 39.

For another thing, the rebels in Ezekiel fall on the mountains and their
bodies are buried. Here they are devoured by fire and face
immediate and final judgment.

“Gog” and “Magog” are probably a reference to Satan’s chief leaders
on the earth. Gog seems to be a demon king and Magog are a
people, probably related in history to the ancient Scythians.

Revelation 20:9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them.

“Camp” can describe those in a battle or the citadel they inhabit.
Here it probably is a description of the “beloved city,” Jerusalem. It
will be both city and citadel in its beauty and strength.

We can’t be sure if the “saints” referred to are those who have
become believers during the millennial kingdom or to us as we rule
and reign with Jesus. It might be all of us - called in from our
deployments to witness the last stand of God’s enemies against Him.

Once gathered together “fire [comes] down from God out of Heaven
and [devours] them.”

None of these conflicts in the Revelation are very interesting. They're
like Cassius Clay’s knock-out of Sonny Liston! Blink and you miss it.

We spin stories of God versus Satan but in the end it's very one-
sided.

Revelation 20:10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.
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Satan is then cast into “the Lake of Fire,” his final place of torment for
all eternity. The “beast and the false prophet” were thrown in there at
the very beginning of the thousand year reign of Christ.

That is an important point. These two guys are still there, still alive.
There is no such thing as annihilation after death; you must go either
to Heaven or to the Lake of Fire.

At the end of the thousand years comes the second resurrection. Itis
the resurrection of all nonbelievers from all of human history. Unlike
the first resurrection, which occurs over a period of time, the second
resurrection does occur all at once. While it is indeed a resurrection
in which people receive bodies it is called “the second death.”

- The first death is the separation of the soul from the body.
« The second death is the separation of the soul from God for all
eternity.

These next are perhaps the most terrifying verses in all of Scripture:

Revelation 20:11 Then | saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place
for them.

Revelation 20:12 And | saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were
written in the books.

Revelation 20:13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and
Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one
according to his works.

Revelation 20:14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death.

Revelation 20:15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire.

Is it Jesus on the throne? He did indicate in the fifth chapter of the
Gospel of John it would be Him.
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Books are opened. One is the Bible; Jesus once said, "He who
rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges
him; the word that | have spoken will judge him in the last day.”

Another book is the Lambs “Book of Life.” It has written in it the
names of all those who receive Jesus as their Savior. We've
discussed it before. | believe it is, as an alternate translation renders
it, the Book of the Living. Everyone ever conceived has their name
listed in it. Those who die having rejected Jesus and His offer of
eternal life, who have thus blasphemed the Holy Spirit, have their
name removed from the Book. Their names are blotted out.

A third book is a book containing the works of men. | take this to
mean the good works they thought they could perform to work their
way into heaven on their own merit. God keeps a careful record of
your works if you are not a believer. In the end He will review them.
They will prove woefully insufficient to get you into Heaven.

You can avoid the judgment of your works. The only “work” that can
get you into heaven is what Jesus described in John 6:29,

John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you
believe in Him whom He sent."

This is not a trial. It is a sentencing. This is the Great White Throne
judgment. The “sea,” “death,” and “Hades” all “give up” their dead.

« The “sea” and “death” probably refer to the location of the physical
bodies of these dead. The “sea” is mentioned so you will
understand that no matter the physical location or disintegration of a
body God can raise it up again in the end.

- “Hades” is the location of their souls.

We talk about Hell but Hades is a more accurate term. There is a
place, Hades, where the spirit goes after death. It has two
compartments separated by a great gulf. One side is a place of

1 John 12:48
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torment; the other a place of rest, called by Jesus Abraham’s Bosom.
Before the death and resurrection of Jesus, everyone who died went
to Hades, to one side or the other. After Jesus rose from the dead He
emptied Abraham’s Bosom taking those believer’s souls with Him to
Heaven. Today if you are a believer and you die you go immediately
to Heaven. Nonbelievers still go to Hades, to the place of torment, to
await the future resurrection of their bodies - their second death.

When you read “then Death and Hades were cast into the Lake of
Fire” you understand that the bodies and souls of nonbelievers are
now in their final, eternal residence.

“‘Death” is the result of sin, and it is gone. “Hades” is the result of
death, and it is gone.

The Lake of Fire is the final place of eternal torment for unbelievers.
God sends no one to the Lake of Fire. It is their choice to go there.
God is love; but He is also holy and must judge sin. His love and His
holiness are both satisfied by the death of Jesus on the cross. But
you must believe God for your salvation. He is the Savior of all men -
- especially those who believe.? Those who refuse His offer of
salvation by rejecting His Son will be cast into the Lake of Fire.

Let me close with a couple of quotes:

As there is a second and higher life, so there is also a second and deeper death.
And as after that life there is no more death, so after that death there is no more
life (Alford).

The devil and the damned have punishment without pity, misery without mercy,
sorrow without succor, crying without comfort, mischief without measure,
torments without end and past imagination (Trapp).

2 1Timothy 4:10
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