
It Might Be Today
8,000 Turtle Doves

We like every week to bring what we call a Prophecy Update.  We show 
how news and trends in the world are corroborating centuries-old 
prophecies found in the Bible.

Something weird has been going on around the world the last few weeks.

DailyMail.comUK posted a story on January 7 titled, Mystery of mass 
animal death epidemic deepens after 8,000 turtle doves fall dead in Italy 
with strange blue stain on their beaks.1 

Excerpts:

Thousands of dead turtle doves rained down on roofs and cars in an Italian town in the 
latest in a growing spate of mass animal deaths across the globe.

Residents in Faenza described the birds falling to the ground like 'little Christmas balls' 
with strange blue stains on their beaks.
Initial tests on up to 8,000 of the doves indicated that the blue stain could have been 
caused by poisoning or hypoxia.

The incident is the latest mass animal death to hit the headlines in the last two weeks.  
These include:

• 450 red-winged blackbirds, brown-headed cowbirds, grackles and starlings found 
littering a highway in Baton Rouge, Louisiana

• 3,000 blackbirds on roofs and roads in the small town of Beebe, Arkansas 
• Thousands of 'devil crabs' washed up along the Kent coast near Thanet
• 100,000 drum fish washed along a 20-mile stretch of the Arkansas River
• Two million small fish in Chesapeake Bay, Maryland
• Thousands of dead fish found floating in warm Florida creek
• Hundreds of snapper fish found dead in New Zealand
• Scores of American Coots found dead on Texas highway bridge
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• Thousands of Brazilian fishermen have been left struggling to make ends meet after 
the sale of seafood was temporarily suspended when masses of fish were discovered 
in Paranaguá, Antonina and Guaraqueçaba Pontal do Paraná

Experts have speculated that New Year fireworks, thunderstorms, cold weather, 
parasites and even poisoning may be behind the deaths.

Another theory is that the rapid movement of the Magnetic North Pole towards Russia 
may have affected the birds' innate navigation systems.

But conspiracy theorists have also speculated on the internet that secret government 
experiments could be behind them, with some even claiming it was a sign of a looming 
Armageddon at the end of the Mayan calendar next year.

In another article the reporter said, “Spookily the events across the globe, 
from south eastern Sweden, to Brazilian shores, to beaches of New 
Zealand, have taken place simultaneously and there is no common 
cause.”2

I include this as a Prophecy Update because it’s weird, but also because of 
this editorial comment in one of the articles:

The abundance of theories emerging and reluctance to turn to scientific explanation 
shows that the appetite for exploring the demise of mankind has not abated. 

I can’t remember a time in my life that people were more open to hearing 
about the possibility of the end of the world.  It gives us a great opportunity 
to tell them what is really going to happen.

I remind you that although we follow the fulfillment of Bible prophecy, we 
are not waiting for any prophecy to be fulfilled.  Jesus promised to return to 
resurrect and rapture the church as an imminent event.  By that we mean 
the certainty that He may come at any moment and the fact that no 
prophesied event stands between the believer and that hour.

Nothing needs to be fulfilled before the Lord can return for us.  We are only 
waiting for Him - and His coming is always imminent.
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Are you rapture-ready?  If not, get ready, stay ready, and keep looking up.  
Ready or not, Jesus is coming!
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